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Hello, ASTA Student Chapter 
Members! 

We had a wonderful national 
conference in Atlanta in March, 
and there were sessions dedicated 
to student members, as well as 
more than 100 other entertaining 
and educational sessions. The 
only difficulty was deciding 
which sessions to attend! In this 
newsletter, you will find informa-
tion about two of the student 
sessions, and student chapters 
have written about their activities 
at conference. Temple University 
also has contributed an article 
and photos about their experi-
ences in Atlanta. I hope you en-
joy reading these articles, and I 
encourage you to consider at-
tending the 2013 ASTA National 
Conference, to be held February 
27 through March 2, in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island! 

At the opening “Meet and Greet” 
Student Networking Session, 
more than 50 students attended, 
and the Most Improved Chapter 
Award was presented to the 
Mansfield University Chapter 
(Pennsylvania) by ASTA Presi-
dent Kirk Moss. Congratulations 
to the students of Mansfield 
University, and their chapter 
president, Brittany Hendler, for 
this accomplishment! 

The Student Chapter Leadership 
Meeting was attended by chapter 
presidents (or other representa-
tives) from the following schools: 

Augustana College (Illinois) 

Ball State University (Indiana) 

Converse College (South Caro-
lina) 

Illinois State University 

James Madison University 
(Virginia) 

Lawrence University (Wisconsin) 

Mansfield University 
(Pennsylvania) 

Montclair State University (New 
Jersey) 

Temple University 
(Pennsylvania) 

University of North Carolina–
Greensboro 

University of Texas at Austin 

University of Texas at El Paso 

University of Wisconsin–Stevens 
Point 

Western Kentucky University 

Some great ideas were discussed 
at this meeting, including multi-
ple state regional projects, inter-
national exchanges, starting a 
Collegiate Academy during the 
national conference, and secon-
dary instrument reading sessions.  

We now have an ASTA Student 
Chapter Facebook page, thanks 
to  Brittany Hendler (Mansfield 
University), who set up the page 
at http://www.facebook.com/
AstaStudentChapterNetworking.  

You are encouraged to visit the 
Facebook site frequently to read 
updates and leave your own 
comments. 

Finally, please make a point to 
visit www.astaweb.com and fa-
miliarize yourself with the web-
site. You will find information 
about student chapters by click-
ing on “Member Resources” and 
selecting “Student Chapters” 
from the list provided. Be sure 

to take a look at the Student Chap-
ter Awards information and con-
sider applying or nominating your 
own chapter, or a student member, 
for one or more of the three na-
tional awards: 

Outstanding Chapter Award 

Most Improved Chapter Award 

Student Exemplary Service Award 

On a final note, my term as  
national Student Chapters Com-
mittee chair comes to an end in 
May, and Dr. Margaret Berg, from 
the University of Colorado, will 
take over the position. You will 
be in good hands under her 
leadership. 

Best of luck to everyone as you 
prepare for a future in the profes-
sion of string teaching and playing! 

Joanne May 
Elmhurst College 

 

  

A Message from the Chair 

Joanne May, Elmhurst College 
Chair, ASTA Student Chapter Committee 
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The ASTA board and staff 
would like to extend our 
gratitude to Joanne May  
for her outstanding work 
as chair of the Student 
Chapters Committee 
during the past two years. 

Thank you, Joanne! 

http://www.facebook.com/AstaStudentChapterNetworking
http://www.facebook.com/AstaStudentChapterNetworking
http://www.astaweb.com


Chapter Renewals Due November 1 

Just a reminder that all college and university 
chapters of ASTA must submit the College 
Chapter Application/Renewal and Roster 
Form every year in order to remain active. 

The form may be found at 
www.astaweb.com. Simply click on “Member 
Resources” and select “Student Chapters” 
from the list provided. 

The deadline is set for November 1 so that 
students have time to settle in for the new 
school year and hold officer elections. 

Additionally, while there is no chapter fee, 
all individual members of college chapters 
MUST be current ASTA members in good 
standing. Unless you are a dues-paying 
ASTA member, you are not eligible for 
chapter membership. 

If your membership has lapsed, your ASTA 
website logon will be disabled, preventing 
online renewal. However, other options for 
renewal include phone, fax, and mail. For 
assistance, please contact the Membership 
Department at membership@astaweb.com or 
703-279-2113, ext. 14. 

 

ASTA Publishes Second Volume of 
String Research Journal  

If you have not yet picked up a copy of 
ASTA’s newest publication, the String Research 
Journal (SRJ), you’re missing out! The SRJ is a 
scholarly periodical filled with insightful and 
informative content. Volume 2 is selling 
quickly and is a bargain at $19.95. To pur-
chase your copy today, visit the SRJ page at 
www.astaweb.com/SRJ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Transitional” Memberships Now 

Available to Graduates 

Did you know that, as an ASTA student mem-
ber, you’re eligible to renew at a discounted rate 
when your membership term ends following 
graduation? We realize the transition from stu-
dent to working professional can be challeng-
ing, so we created a special membership cate-
gory just for you. 

The ASTA transitional membership was de-
signed to ease the financial burden experienced 
by new graduates as they begin their careers. 
Rather than paying the full cost of a profes-
sional membership ($105), student members 
may renew for one year at the discounted rate 
of $75—a savings of $30! 

The transitional membership is not an adver-
tised membership category. To take advantage 
of the special rate after graduation, simply write 
“TRANS” on your next membership invoice 
and submit it to the ASTA National Office 
with your payment of $75. You may also renew 
at the transitional rate by calling the ASTA 
Membership Department at 703-279-2113,  
ext. 14. 

The benefits of ASTA membership—and the 
ASTA network of experienced colleagues—
become even more valuable as you start your 
career in strings. After graduation, don’t let 
your membership lapse. Simply make the 
“transition” to ASTA professional member and 
save some cash, too!    

 

ASTA Board Votes Down Inflation 
Dues Increase in Favor of Advocacy 
Contribution 

Despite the ASTA National Board’s policy of 
adjusting member dues with the rate of infla-
tion, dues for the 2012 fiscal year (July 2012–
June 2013) will not increase beyond a $2 per 
member contribution to the Music Education 
Policy Roundtable. 

As part of the Music Education Policy Round-
table—a coalition of music associations that 
advocates for sequential, standards-based music 
education—ASTA has pledged its financial 
support in the form of a nominal addition to 
individual member dues. 

Effective July 1, 2012, dues rates for Profes-
sional memberships will be $107, Dual mem-
berships will be $147, Senior memberships will 
be $77, and Student memberships will be 
$52.  

Now Available for Online Viewing: 
Select 2012 ASTA National Confer-
ence Sessions!  

The ASTA National Conference was held last 
month in Atlanta, Georgia, to great success! 
Members had their pick of a variety of inter-
esting sessions, and for the first time, ASTA 
selected four of those sessions to stream live 
from Atlanta. Footage from those sessions is 
now available for viewing in the members-
only section of www.astaweb.com. Simply go 
to the ASTA home page and use the link 
provided to view the following conference 
sessions (login required):   

Cello Master Class (pre-college), Jeffrey 
Solow, Temple University 
  
Violin Master Class (pre-college), Samantha 
George, Lawrence University 
 
Administrative Support: Required, Not 
Optional!, Anne Witt, University of Alabama 

Alternative/Eclectic Styles Master Class, 
Dean Marshall of Barrage 

 

Chapter Award Applications Due 
November 15 

Don’t forget to nominate your student 
chapter for chapter awards! Awards 
are presented annually for Most Improved 
Student Chapter and Outstanding Student 
Chapter. All active student chapters are eligi-
ble to receive these prestigious awards, 
which are presented at the ASTA National  
Conference. 
 
In addition to the student chapter awards, 
ASTA offers the Student Exemplary Service 
Award, designed to recognize and reward 
college string students who distinguish them-
selves as active members and supporters of 
ASTA while in college. Students completing 
the criteria will receive recognition at the 
ASTA National Conference and in the  
American String Teacher journal. Criteria for the 
award include current ASTA membership, 
participation in string-related activities, assist-
ing your school’s string program, participating 
in your school’s outreach program, and ser-
vice to your ASTA state chapter.  

Applications for all awards are located on the 
Student Chapters page at www.astaweb.com.  
 
The deadline for ALL award applications 
is November 15, 2012.  
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From the National Office 
by Tami O’Brien, ASTA Membership Marketing Manager/Chapter Liaison 
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Temple University 

(Philadelphia, Penn.) 

The ASTA student chapter of Temple Uni-
versity has accomplished a great deal during 
our first year as a new chapter! We held our 
first chapter meeting in November, and have 
recruited about 16 new and registered ASTA 
members since then. Our chapter comprises 
string players majoring in music education, 
performance, and composition. 

Our members have a plethora of experience 
teaching in the field. Many of our members 
are involved with our local String Project site, 
where they teach large and small group les-
sons, conduct the Second Year ensemble, as 
well as assist the lead teacher. Our members 
are also sought after to teach private lessons 
and to lead master classes and clinics. Just 
recently, three of our members led sectionals 
of a touring high school orchestra from Long 
Island, New York. These experiences allow 
our members to learn a tremendous amount 
about teaching all string students of a wide 
range of age and ability. In turn, we are happy 
to share our knowledge and expertise with 
members of our greater community.  

We were extremely fortunate to have profes-
sionals volunteer their time to provide work-
shops for our chapter members over the 
course of this year. For our first workshop, 
Paul Stevens, a violinmaker and restorer from 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania, gave a presentation 
on instrument repair. He taught us a great 
deal about issues we will face as future class-
room and studio teachers, such as warped 
bridges and fingerboards, broken sound 
posts, and malfunctioning tuning pegs. Each 
member left the meeting with a better under-
standing of proper instrument maintenance 
and how to approach instrument repair.  

For our second workshop of the year, Anne 
Sullivan, professional harpist and educator in 
the Philadelphia area, gave a lecture titled, 

“What Non-Harpists Should Know about the 
Harp, and What Harpists Forget to Tell 
Them.” Topics from the workshop included 
the structure of the harp, how to read common 
harp symbols in music, and the role that harp 
students can have in any classroom setting.  

Our most significant highlight and accomplish-
ment this year was attending the ASTA Na-
tional Conference in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Through our fundraising efforts, each of the 
11 members who attended had a portion of 
expenses covered. It was an unforgettable 
learning and musical experience for all.  

The Temple University ASTA Chapter is truly 
honored and excited to be a part of the ASTA 
community! We look forward to creating even 
more outreach, fundraising, and teaching op-
portunities for our members in the upcoming 
year. 
Thomas Bastone, Vice-President, and Sarah 
Donatelli, President  

 

The Ohio State University 

(Columbus, Ohio) 

The Ohio State University's ASTA chapter has 
had an ambitious year. Now with more than a 
dozen members, the chapter hosted a string 
instrument repair workshop, taught by a local 
luthier, and a clinic on recruitment and reten-
tion in school string programs with guest Brian 
Cole of the Moorhead, Minnesota, schools. 
Members also performed solos and chamber 
music in March at a university-sponsored gala 
held at the Columbus Museum of Art. The 
chapter's greatest undertaking this year, how-
ever, has been the adoption of a local elemen-
tary school's strings program. 

Weinland Park Elementary is located only 
about a mile from the Ohio State campus and 
serves a population of predominantly socio-
economically disadvantaged children. Under  

the direction of Ohio State band alum Jim 
Eley, the strings program for fifth graders at 
Weinland Park has flourished. ASTA chapter 
advisor Dr. Robert Gillespie thus saw an op-
portunity for members to impact their com-
munity in a big way. Since November, ASTA 
members have taught weekly private lessons  

to string students at the elementary school, 
and the number of OSU teachers has in-
creased from one to six over the course of a 
few months.  

There are now about 11 children 
receiving free music lessons, and 
the chapter's goal is to sustain and 
expand the program in coming 
years. ASTA members have de-
scribed the teaching experience 
as “incredibly rewarding” and a 
great preparation for future string 
teaching. 
Talia Turnbull, President   
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Chapter News 

Members of the Temple University ASTA Chapter held a bake 

sale to raise funds to attend the 2012 ASTA National Conference.  

The Ohio State University ASTA Chapter has adopted a local elementary school’s 

string program. Shown here are chapter members and students from Weinland 

Park Elementary School.  

Members of The Ohio State University ASTA Chapter teach 

private lessons weekly to disadvantaged students at Weinland 

Park Elementary School.  



ASTA is pleased to announce the winner of the 2012 Most Improved Student Chapter Award. The award was presented to Mansfield 
University chapter representatives at the 2012 ASTA National Conference, held in Atlanta in March. Congratulations to the student 
members, officers, and faculty advisor of Mansfield University ASTA!  

2012 Most Improved Student Chapter Award Presented 

at ASTA National Conference 
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ASTA President Kirk Moss (center) presents the Most Improved Student 

Chapter Award to Mansfield University. 

Also at conference, Student Chapter Committee Board Liaison 

Benjamin Whitcomb (wearing blue shirt) talks with students at 

the Student Chapter Networking Session. 
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by Sarah Donatelli, Elizabeth Moulthrop, and Khristine Raymond  
 
We arrived at the ASTA convention, wide-eyed and sleep deprived 
after a 14-hour drive from Temple University in Philadelphia. As a 
new chapter, we did not know exactly what to expect, but we were 
eager to learn. Each of us came with our own viewpoints and 
backgrounds. We were a mix of performance majors and music 
education majors. We set out seeking our own interests among the 
plethora of sessions at the conference. Upon return, we discovered 
many consistent themes in what we learned. We came away with 
unifying experiences and were eager to share our adventures with 
our peers back home.   
 
The ASTA National Conference gave us the opportunity, as 
emerging teachers, to learn about new and innovative classroom 
techniques and to network with other professionals nationwide. 
We learned a great deal about how to use technology in our or-
chestra classes, differentiate instruction, assess our students, and 
plan interesting lessons. We even learned how to use improvisa-
tion to teach bowing concepts in Mozart’s Eine Kleine Nacht-
musik! It was refreshing and exciting to hear experiences from 
other string teachers, young and old. 
 
Propelled by the excitement and creativity of these traditional 
classroom-focused sessions, many of us dared to venture further 
into learning about less traditional string pedagogy. Many sessions 
focused on non-Western string music and improvisation. They 

offered practical ways to incorporate these things into the traditional class-
room. What is often deemed daunting to some of us staunch string players 
was demystified and broken down into simple terms. Some of the improvi-
sation sessions were grounded in a specific style of playing, such as blue-
grass, country fiddling, gypsy jazz, or the music of South Africa. We sang, 
danced, and played our way between sessions and found it to be quite 
liberating! 
 
We not only had the experience of attending sessions, but the privilege of 
presenting! Our ASTA Chapter has six members who are part of Temple 
University’s String Project, and who presented at two separate ses-
sions. One was a session on what master teachers and interns considered to 
be the best practices within their String Project. The other was a panel 
discussion focusing on some successes and difficulties encountered while 
teaching. These sessions revealed an incredible amount of information to 
us all. We can all agree that our eyes were opened to the possibilities within 
our String Project. Meeting with other String Projects and students from 
across the country was one of the most exciting aspects of our trip. 
 
The ASTA conference proved to be a holistic experience in which we lis-
tened, processed, created, and replicated (or soon will!). Each one of us 
came home excited to put into practice what we learned. We became a 
closer knit chapter, expanded our teaching philosophies, and networked 
with other professionals and students. We even took a side trip to the Coke 
factory and had our fair share of good old southern Waffle House food on 
the road!  
 

Two Cars, 14 Hours of Driving, One Amazing Conference: 

Temple University’s Experience at the 2012 ASTA 

National Conference  

STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS  

Above: Dean Marshall of Barrage leads the Alternative/Eclectic Styles 

Master Class in Atlanta. Left: Students mingle at the Student Chapter 

Leadership Meeting. 

Denny Medley/Random Photography, LLC  
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ASTA Student Chapters Committee 

Outgoing 

Joanne May, Chair: jmay7954@yahoo.com 

Benjamin Whitcomb, Board Liaison 

Allison Chambers, Student Representative 

Incoming (Effective May 15) 

Margaret Berg, Chair: margaret.berg@colorado.edu 

Rebecca MacLeod, Board Liaison 

Hannah Smith, Student Representative 

Greetings, Student Chapter Members! 
 
First of all, I’d like to publically thank Joanne May for her 
fine work these past two years as ASTA Student Chapters 
Committee chair. Joanne has been an effective advocate 
for collegiate ASTA members, creating two student chap-
ter-focused sessions at the national conference, as well 
spearheading initiatives that take into account your needs 
and interests. Thank you again Joanne!   
 
I’d like to introduce myself to all of you since I am taking 
over the position of ASTA Student Chapters Committee 
chair in May. Currently, I am an associate professor of 
music education at the University of Colorado, where I 
teach a variety of undergraduate and graduate music edu-
cation and string pedagogy courses. I’ve also taught at 
Ball State University, DePaul University, and in the Cin-
cinnati Public Schools. A native of Buffalo, New York, 
I’ve received degrees from Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity (B.S. in music education), Cleveland Institute of Mu-
sic (B.M. in violin), University of Cincinnati (M.Ed.), and 
Northwestern University (Ph.D.). I’m a past-president of 
Colorado ASTA, and have given clinic presentations at 
several national ASTA and CMEA conferences. I’ve pub-
lished articles in several journals and books, including 
American String Teacher, Music Educators’ Journal, and 

Teaching Music through Performance in Orchestra. On a personal 
note, I am a mom of three wonderful children (Colin, age 15; 
Connor, age 6; and Catherine, age 4). I enjoy hiking, camping, 
skiing, reading historical fiction, and learning about various 
fiddling traditions.  
 
I look forward to working with you over the next two years 
and meeting many of you at the 2013 ASTA National Confer-
ence in Providence, Rhode Island. The ideas suggested at the 
2012 ASTA National Conference Student Chapter Leadership 
Meeting (multiple-state regional projects, international ex-
changes, starting a collegiate academy during the national con-
ference, secondary instrument reading sessions, conducting 
workshops, and having a student chapter booth in the exhibit 
hall) are exciting! 
 
Dr. Margaret Berg  
ASTA Student Chapters Committee Chair (2012–2014) 
margaret.berg@colorado.edu 

ASTA 

Welcomes 

Margaret Berg, 

Incoming 

Chair of the 

Student 

Chapters 

Committee 

Students Wanted for 2013 ASTA National 

Conference Master Classes  

Are you a student looking to participate in a 
master class, or are you a teacher with a stu-
dent who would be perfect as a performer in a 
master class at next year’s conference? ASTA 
now has an avenue for students to upload a 
recording of their playing directly to our website 
for review by a listening committee. Over the 
next few months, ASTA will finalize the details 
to ensure everything is in place for the new 
process, which will open in early September 
and accept submissions through October 2012. 
Watch the website for more details regarding 
technical requirements and the opening of the 
submission process.  
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