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A Message from the Chair
Dear Future String Teachers :
I hope all of you had a restful
summer, and are off to a productive
start to the 2013-14 academic
school year. As I write this article,
life in Boulder, Colorado is slowly
getting back to normal, as several of
our students and faculty are dealing
with the impact of what’s being
called the ‘Flood of 2013’. I was
heartened to read in a recent
Denver Post article that although
Lyons, Colorado was devastated by
the flood, organizers of the annual,
and very popular, Planet Bluegrass
are planning to rebuild, and hope
that they’ll be able to offer the
Festival in 2014. What a testament
to the power of music!
2014 National ASTA Conference
I hope you will consider attending
the National ASTA Conference in
Louisville, Kentucky March 5-8,
2014. This is a forum where you will
have the opportunity to meet
current and prospective string
teachers from all across the country,
network for jobs and performing
opportunities, learn from the
masters in our profession, and enjoy
amazing performances. I have
thoroughly enjoyed all of the
Conferences I have attended, and
with each one I've come back home
fired-up to try a new technique, a
new piece of music, or coordinate
some type of performance or tour
with someone I met at the
Conference.

organizing a fundraiser and/or
writing a grant (many universities
have grant money available for
student projects) to help support
your attendance at the Conference.

The edTPA: Opportunities and
Challenges

Come learn about the basic
structure and design of the edTPA, a
high-stakes student teacher
There will be two sessions dedicated assessment. University supervisors,
to student chapter members at the
field-based mentors, and university
National Conference—a networking students will learn about both the
session on Wednesday evening for
opportunities for potential growth in
all student chapter members from
thinking as well as implementation
across the country to meet and
challenges for music student
share ideas, and a second session
teachers.
just for chapter leaders to meet and
Presenters: Bret Smith, Central
begin developing an action plan to
accomplish the goals of the chapter. Washington University; Margaret
Berg, University of Colorado
Other sessions geared toward
collegiate chapter ASTA members,
Collegiate Level Master Classes
with one session being offered by
ASTA collegiate chapter colleagues, Violin: Paul Kantor, Rice University
include:
Viola: Catherine Carroll, Aspen
ASTA Student Chapters Serving and
Building Community Support
Learn how to use ASTA student
chapters as a community resource,
push the limits of what it means to
be a string educator, provide
students with the chance to learn
outside of the university curriculum,
and build a more connected
collegiate music department.
Presenters: Katherine Garrett, The
Ohio State University; Tom Grisanti,
Mansfield University; Jhi-Eun Gu,
Montclair State University; Christine
Nixon, University of South Carolina

Dr. Margaret Berg
Chair, Student Chapters

Chamber Orchestra
Cello: Yumi Kendall, Philadelphia
Orchestra
Bass: Joseph Conyers, Philadelphia
Orchestra
Please plan to attend ASTA National
Conference for these and many,
many other sessions as equally
useful. Please visit astaweb.com to
see a complete listing of all the
sessions available. You won’t want
to miss it, as there will be something
for everyone. I hope to see you in
Louisville!

Don’t forget--the deadline is
November 1 to submit Chapter
renewal forms and rosters to remain
Getting a Job...Then What?!
active for 2013-2014. Forms may be
Come learn specific strategies for
found on the ASTA website, on the
getting a job, as well as getting off to Student Chapters page, or sent to
With so many great sessions, and
a strong start in your new teaching
you by request by contacting
with up to ten sessions going on at a
position. This session will provide
Amanda Bernhardt, student chapter
time, it’s challenging to select which
you with resumé and interviewing
liaison. Her email address is
session to attend at a given time!
tips. Audience members will also
amanda@astaweb.com.
Registration for student members is
learn about strategies and resources
greatly reduced—and it’s even less if
Sincerely,
that will help you anticipate and
you register by the early bird
prepare for the variety of
deadline of December 18. Also, we
Dr. Margaret Berg
administrative tasks associated with
are again offering a discounted rate
Associate Professor of Music
school and studio teaching.
on student chapter registration. If a
Education, University of Colorado
chapter brings seven or more
Presenter: Margaret Berg, University Margaret.Berg@colorado.edu
students, it’s $99 for each student to of Colorado
attend. You may want to plan on
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From the National Office
by Amanda Bernhardt, ASTA Membership Coordinator/Student Chapter Liaison
Chapter Renewals Due November 1
Just a reminder that ALL collegiate chapters of
ASTA must submit the College Chapter
Application/Renewal and Roster Form every
year in order to remain active.
The form may be found at
www.astaweb.com. Simply click on “Member
Resources” and select “Student Chapters”
from the list provided, or go directly to the
form by clicking here.
The deadline is set for November 1 so that
students have time to settle in for the new
school year and hold officer elections.
Additionally, while there is no chapter fee, all
individual members of college chapters MUST
be current ASTA members in good standing.
Unless you are a dues-paying ASTA member,
you are not eligible for chapter membership.
If your membership has lapsed, your ASTA
website logon will be disabled, preventing
online renewal. However, other options for
renewal include phone, fax, and mail. For
assistance, please contact the Membership
Department at membership@astaweb.com or
703-279-2113, ext. 14.
“Transitional” Memberships
Available to Graduates
Did you know that, as an ASTA student
member, you’re eligible to renew at a
discounted rate when your membership term
ends following graduation? The transition
from student to working professional can be
challenging, so we created the transitional
membership—designed to ease the financial
burden experienced by new graduates as you
begin your careers. Rather than paying the full
cost of a professional membership, student
members may renew for one year at the
discounted rate of $75—a savings of more
than $30!
The transitional membership is not an
advertised membership category. To take
advantage of the special rate after graduation,
simply write “TRANS” on your next
membership invoice and submit it to the ASTA
National Office with your payment of $75. You
may also renew at this rate by calling the
ASTA Membership Department at
703-279-2113, ext. 14.
The benefits of ASTA membership—and the
ASTA network of experienced colleagues—
become even more valuable as you start your
career in strings. After graduation, don’t let

your membership lapse. Simply make the
“transition” to ASTA professional member and
save some cash, too!
Chapter Award Applications Due
November 15
Don’t forget to nominate your student chapter
for chapter awards! Awards are presented
annually for Most Improved Student Chapter
and Outstanding Student Chapter. All active
student chapters are eligible to receive these
prestigious awards, which are presented at the
ASTA National Conference.
In addition to the student chapter awards, ASTA
offers the Student Exemplary Service Award,
designed to recognize and reward college string
students who distinguish themselves as active
members and supporters of ASTA while in
college. Students completing the criteria will
receive recognition at the ASTA National
Conference and in the American String Teacher
journal. Criteria for the award include current
ASTA membership, participation in
string-related activities, assisting your school’s
string program, participating in your school’s
outreach program, and service to your ASTA
state chapter.
Applications for all awards can be found on the
Student Chapters page at www.astaweb.com.
You may download chapter award forms here
and the Student Exemplary Service Award form
here.

will be held November 19, and the winner will
be notified. As an ASTA member, you know
firsthand the great benefits of being part of a
collegial network of string educators and
performers. Help your friends and colleagues
become a part of our ever-expanding strings
community. Before entering, please take a
moment to read the sweepstakes rules below.
For questions, you may contact Amanda
Bernhardt via email, amanda@astaweb.com,
or phone at 703-279-2113, ext. 14.
Now accepting audition submissions for
ASTA Master Classes at the 2014 National
Conference in Louisville, KY
Are you a student looking to participate in a
master class at next year's National
Conference? ASTA now has an avenue for
students to upload a recording of their playing
directly to ASTA for review by a listening
committee. ASTA is now accepting
submissions for consideration through
November 2013. Click here to upload your
submission today. Best of luck!
Student Chapter Conference
Discount Available

To encourage student attendance at the ASTA
National Conference, a special discount is
available to active student chapters. When
seven or more student chapter members mail
or fax their conference registration forms and
The deadline for ALL award applications is
payment together to the National Office, each
November 15, 2013.
student pays just $99 to attend the event!
This special price is even lower than the
Participate in ASTA’s Back-to-School
Membership Drive and Earn Chances to Win a
Early-Bird rate for student members. To
Silent Violin from Yamaha
qualify, students MUST be current ASTA
members. (The annual dues rate for full-time
We are pleased to announce a special
promotion just for ASTA members. If you recruit students is $53.) As students, you are the
a new or inactive ASTA member in a Profession- future of ASTA. We hope you’ll take
al, Dual, Student, Senior, Institutional, or String advantage of this special offer. See you in
Industry Council category— each time you do— Louisville!
we will enter you in a drawing for an amazing
prize—a silent violin! You may view the silent
violin here. Participating is easy. Just ask your
recruit to write your name on the printed
application, or provide the membership
department your name if they are joining by
phone. If the prospective member prefers to
join online, please direct them to
www.astaweb.com. They also must contact the
ASTA membership department via
email, membership@astaweb.com. This
ensures your name is included in the drawing.
The more members you recruit, the better your
chances! Every new member results in another
entry for the drawing. Hurry—you must act
Photo: Louisville Convention & Visitors Bureau
fast! The special membership drives ends at
midnight on November 18, 2013. The drawing
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Chapter News
University of Texas at El Paso
(El Paso, Texas)

students with no strings experience received a
chance to learn a stringed instrument!

Orchestra Music Practice Night September 2013

As the school year begins, our Chapter is
eager and excited to put a lot of effort into
our work in progress, beginning a String
Project at UTEP, with a projected start date of
Fall 2014. Every year we host an All-Region
Clinic, where UTEP string professors help
middle and high school students better
prepare for their auditions. This year, our
clinics took place at UTEP on September 21st.
It was a busy day, filled with learning and fun!
In Spring 2014 we will once again help Dr.
Meyers, our Chapter Advisor, with the
ASTACAP Exams. This will be our 5th year
helping with ASTACAP! We look forward to
the ASTACAP exams, because this program is
a great measure and resource for the
standardization of music curriculums across
America. This year, the “Sun City” Chapter will
perform in schools and at charity events in an
attempt to connect with the community. We
are already busy fundraising for our trip to the
National Convention in 2014, and hope to see
many other Chapters there! We would really
like to hear from other chapters, and work
together in a web-based forum to exchange
ideas, as we truly enjoy being a part of this
organization. We may be calling on some
other Student Chapters who have already
established a String Project for tips and advice
along the way!
Submitted by Christina Hernandez, President

Volunteering with KSO Kids In Tune - Fall 2012

Participants in this event were able to
practice the orchestral repertoire we are
currently playing, conducted by the graduate
assistant conductor. This will give the
incoming freshmen, struggling students, and
the graduate conductor a chance to practice
the music outside of orchestra rehearsals.

Western Michigan University
(Kalamazoo, Michigan)
Listed below are events (both past and
future!) the Western Michigan University
ASTA Chapter has planned.
Lesson Exchange - October 2012
Students from all music education
organizations signed up for a lesson on an
instrument that they were unfamiliar with; in
exchange, they gave a lesson on their
instrument to those interested.
Skunk Orchestra - November 2012
Members of the WMU ASTA chapter, in
coalition with other education chapters in the
school, held its annual Skunk Orchestra.
Students were able to teach a lesson to
beginning strings learners dealing with
everyday classroom problems. After the
lesson, each student who provided a lesson
was critiqued and given helpful tips. Also,

Members of ASTA volunteered at the
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra’s Kids In Tune
after school program. Members helped where
needed with their fall concert.
Scott Tribby Instrument Repair Workshop Fall 2012
Members of ASTA brought Scott Tribby,
instrument repairman and maker, to conduct a
workshop on string instrument maintenance
and repair. We learned about several quick
do-it- yourself fixes.
String Day at Walled Lake High School January 2013
Members led sectionals and assisted other
sectional leaders at String Day.

Volunteer Sectionals in Kalamazoo –
September 2013 - May 2014
Members will continue to volunteer once a
week, leading sectionals at Hillside Middle
School, Maple St. Magnet School, Kalamazoo
Central High School, and Loy Norrix High
School in Kalamazoo, MI.
Skunk Orchestra - November 2013

Members volunteered once a week leading
sectionals at Hillside Middle School, Maple St.
Magnet School, Kalamazoo Central High
School, and Loy Norrix High School in
Kalamazoo, MI.

Members of the WMU ASTA Chapter, in
coalition with other education chapters in the
school, will hold its annual Skunk Orchestra.
Students will teach a lesson to beginning
strings dealing with everyday classroom
problems. After the lesson each student
teaching a lesson is critiqued and given
helpful tips. Also, students with no string
experience got a chance to learn a stringed
instrument!

Four Part Lecture Series - March - April 2013

Faculty Roast Fundraiser - December 2013

Members of ASTA joined other music
education organizations to helped lead a four
part lecture series. Each organization brought
in a guest speaker who discussed how to run
an orchestra, band or choir program if you are
just starting out, whether you are a specialist
or a teacher who has been asked to start a
program that they are less knowledgeable
about. Lastly, students enjoyed a grant-writing
workshop as part of this lecture series!

This is a fundraiser and a chance for students
and faculty staff in the WMU Music School to
tell as many jokes and perform as many
impersonations of each other. This will serve
as a great social gathering for students and
faculty!

Volunteer Sectionals in Kalamazoo - February May 2013

Middle school repertoire list - May 2013
Some ASTA members, with the help of Steve
Reed, were able to put together a list of
exceptional music for middle school students.
Each piece listed included a description of the
piece.
Lecture with Dr. David Frego on Dalcrose September 2013
Members of ASTA, in coalition with other
education organizations, participated in a
presentation by Dr. David Frego from the
University of Texas on the Dalcroze approach.

Michigan Music Conference - January 2014
Members of ASTA will be attending the
Michigan Music Conference in Grand Rapids,
MI.
String Day at Walled Lake High School January 2014
Members will be able to lead sectionals and
assist other sectional leaders at string day.
J.W. Pepper Copyright Presentation – TBD
In coalition with other music education
organizations, we will take a field trip to
Grand Rapids, MI to participate in a lecture on
copyright. We will end the night with dinner.
continued

FALL 2013

STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS

PAGE 4

Chapter News
WMU ASTA String Day - TBD
Members of ASTA will host a day for strings in
the Music School. ASTA will invite Kalamazoo
Public Middle schools out for a day of
sectionals, rehearsals, food, and fun! The day
will conclude with an evening concert for the
parents of our students.
Submitted by Brittany Harris, President

Submitted by Carlos S Gonzales, Historian/
Newsletter Chair
University of Tennessee
(Knoxville, Tennessee)

It’s difficult to encourage a strings program to
grow, but that’s exactly what the University of
Tennessee in Knoxville is doing. With the
introduction of the new Natalie Haslam Music
Center, UT is actively recruiting as many of the
University of Texas at San Antonio
best and brightest young string students
(San Antonio, Texas)
possible. Part of this recruitment, of course, is
The University of Texas at San Antonio Student to introduce these students to ASTA and
Chapter began planning for the 2013-14 school encourage them to join UT’s growing chapter.
year in early summer. Plans and goals were
outlined to stimulate greater interest in ASTA, In an attempt to build an even better string
program, UT’s chapter of ASTA is setting up
increase membership, and improve
meetings with renowned string players, such as
communications and visibility on the UTSA
the Doric Quartet. The chapter is also planning
campus and in the San Antonio community.
to meet with a local private studio guru, who
Here are a just few of the accomplishments
will answer questions and give students tips on
and plans for the coming year:
setting up their own private teaching studios.
The UT chapter plans to set up many more
 New and existing string orchestra
members were welcomed on audition day helpful meetings throughout the year. The
students of this chapter are dedicated to
with snacks and support sponsored by
improving and augmenting the education of
ASTA members.
each and every string player at the school. UT’s
 Our first membership meeting was well
ASTA chapter plans to send as many of their
attended with many new recruits,
string students as possible to the National
including music education, and many
Convention this March. Photos of our new
performance majors.
building can be found here.
Submitted by Sarah Compton, Secretary
 A Historian/Communications chair was
created to centralize and simplify
Mansfield University
communications, including the
(Mansfield, Pennsylvania)
development of a student chapter
Well, it’s another new semester here at our
newsletter.
small university, and this year, we’re already off
to a good start! We’ve begun to brainstorm
 September Game Night: Our first meetideas for community service, fundraising, and
and-greet networking session was a
chapter goals for the semester.
tremendous success; members got to
know their new colleagues with games,
Right now, our chapter is in the progress of
food, and lots of fun!
putting together workshops for our guest
 Every Child Can!/Suzuki Certification: The artists, Dr. Robert Gillespie
and Christian Howes. We
Suzuki Introductory course and Violin
have begun to work
Book 1 certification will be offered to
together with our NAfME
student members.
chapter for Dr. Gillespie’s
 Student Chapter members will hold bake clinic, so that this way, the
sales and other fundraisers to supplement entire music our entire
the cost of Suzuki Certification and 2014 education program can take
part in this wonderful
National Conference attendance.
experience—rather than just
We have already seen an increase membership the string educators. We’re
numbers and interest in our Chapter, and are also communicating with
very excited about the coming year. We look
different high schools in the
forward to seeing everyone at the 2014 ASTA
National Conference in Louisville, Kentucky!

areas to join us for Christian Howes’
workshop, and they’ll even be featured in a
final concert with him. We’re hoping that the
students will be inspired musically and
creatively.
One of our long term goals is to start a
recruitment project to inspire kids to play
string instruments and maybe even make a
career out of teaching strings. We’re
beginning to set up a weekend workshop at
our university for a local high school, focusing
primarily on their PMEA regional auditions.
For us, this is experimental workshop, which
we’re hoping will eventually grow into a
yearly adjudication project while giving the
members a couple of teaching opportunities.
We’re also working on a small tour project, in
conjunction with our university String Project,
where we plan to visit elementary and high
schools and play short and fun pieces for
them.
This year, we’re also hoping to bring a large
majority of our members to Louisville,
Kentucky to the wonderful experience that is
the ASTA Conference. We’re looking to bring
eight students with us, plus our advisor and
our newest string faculty member. Last year’s
conference was a blast for us and we wouldn’t
want anyone else to miss out on the
opportunity.
I believe that our chapter is capable of
accomplishing a lot, and we want to reach out
more to the community, both on and off
campus. The more we get out into the string
world, the more we’ll learn as educators and
performers, and the more we’ll be able to
share what we’ve learned and give the gift of
music. I’m excited to see our chapter move
forward and do wonderful things!
Submitted by Alyssa Wroblewski, President
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Student Essay
Why ASTA Student Membership Is Important
by Victoria Boretsky, Hofstra University
ASTA student membership is a significant resource for music education
students across the nation. Being a member has personally led me on a
musical journey to the 2013 ASTA National Conference held in
Providence, Rhode Island. I attended workshops, enjoyed incredible
student performances, and met with outstanding clinicians and
teachers. My participation at the National Conference brought me to
discover further possibilities in my music education. Last July, I went to
Dr. Bob Gillespie’s Ohio State String Teacher Workshop and Mark
Wood's Rock Orchestra Camp. I gained more knowledge about music
education and new, eclectic ways to teach my future string students.
My ASTA student membership was the pathway to these innovative
programs that have enhanced my learning. The experiences were so
inspiring to me that I have decided to share all ASTA has to offer with
my college music department at Hofstra University. ASTA is now
offered as an organization at Hofstra, which I am privileged to be
president for its first year as a collegiate chapter. When joining, a
Hofstra student’s membership will access several resources such as the
American String Teacher journal, networking opportunities, and attending ASTA conferences and workshops at discounted
rates. The combination of ASTA’s wealth of resources and individual creativity allows for college students to learn new ideas
from guest speakers, workshops, Conference, and events. Moreover, students themselves will enrich the lives of one another.
After all, ASTA reminds people of the joy that comes with teaching string instruments to students and seeing their satisfied
looks of accomplishment when they play music.
*Note from ASTA National office: Recently, ASTA posted a student essay contest on the Student Chapter Facebook page. Ms.
Boretsky’s essay was declared the winner, and her essay and picture will appear in the November 2013 issue of the AST. Keep
an eye out for the next student essay contest on the ASTA Student Chapter Facebook page! We will be posting essay contests
quarterly, and the winner’s essay will be published in the AST.
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The ASTA National Conference
heads to Louisville, Kentucky in
2014!
Will you be there?
Visit ASTA’s Conference page
for more information about this
exciting event!
March 5-8, 2014
Attend Conference on a budget!
Discover ways to save here.
The 2014 ASTA National Conference heads to Louisville. You
won’t want to miss it!

Important Online Resources for ASTA Student Chapters

www.astaweb.com/studentchapters
https://www.facebook.com/AstaStudentChapterNetworking
American String
Teachers Association
National Office
4155 Chain Bridge Road
Fairfax, VA 22030
Phone: 703-279-2113
Fax: 703-279-2114
Web: www.astaweb.com

ASTA Student Chapters Committee
Margaret Berg, Chair: margaret.berg@colorado.edu
Rebecca MacLeod, Board Liaison: rbmacleo@uncg.edu
Hannah Smith, Student Representative: hannah.smith@colorado.edu

www.astaweb.com

ASTA Student Chapter News is published twice annually, during the fall and spring. Please direct questions and/or comments about
this publication to Amanda Bernhardt ASTA membership coordinator/student chapter liaison, at amanda@astaweb.com.

