
Dr. Margaret Berg 
Chair, Student Chapters 
Committee 

Dear String Teacher Candidates: 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to serve as chair of the ASTA Student Chapter Committee for 
the next two years. My name is Margaret Berg, and I am associate professor of music education at the 
University of Colorado, where I teach a variety of undergraduate and graduate courses related to 
orchestra teaching and string pedagogy. You can read more about me or our music education and 
string pedagogy degree programs at http://music.colorado.edu/departments/music-education/. 

ASTA student members are the future of this organization. It is my hope, while serving in this capacity, 
to try to bring to you everything you’re seeking in a professional organization as you study and plan for 
your future. From time to time, I will ask for responses from you on specific issues as they arise in the 
organization, and I welcome any other thoughts and ideas at any time. I hope you will consider me a 
resource on any topic you wish to discuss regarding teaching strings. 

2013 ASTA National Conference 

I hope you are planning to attend the ASTA National Conference in Providence, Rhode Island,  
February 27 through March 2, 2013. It is a forum in which you will have the opportunity to meet 
string teachers from across the country, network for jobs and performing opportunities, learn from the 
masters in our profession, and enjoy amazing performances. I have thoroughly enjoyed all of the  
conferences that I have attended, and with each one, I’ve returned home fired up to try a new technique 
or a new piece of music or to coordinate some type of performance or tour with someone I met at the 
conference. 

With so many great sessions—and with up to 10 sessions going on at a time—it’s challenging to select 
which one to attend at a given moment! Registration for student members is greatly reduced, and it’s 
even less (just $115) if you register by the Early-Bird deadline of December 14. In addition, an even 
deeper discount applies to student chapters if seven or more members register at the same time. See 
page 2 for details. You may want to organize a fundraiser and/or apply for a grant (many universities 
have funds available for student projects) to help support your attendance at the conference. 

In addition to all the educational sessions, performances, competitions, and exhibit hall, the National 
Conference offers two sessions specifically for student chapters: the Student Chapter Networking 
session (Wednesday, February 27, at 8:30 p.m.), in which students from across the country get to-
gether to socialize and share ideas, and the Student Chapter Leadership Meeting (Friday, March 1, 
at 5:30 p.m.), designed for chapter leaders to meet and develop an action plan to accomplish the goals 
of the student chapter members. Please plan to attend the conference if at all possible. You won’t want 
to miss the great presentations, learning experiences, live music, and networking opportunities! 

Please visit www.astaweb.com/2013conference for details about the conference, including a complete 
list of sessions and presenters. There truly is something for everyone. I hope to see you in Providence! 

Nominations are now being accepted for the ASTA Outstanding Student Chapter, Most Improved 
Student Chapter, and Student Exemplary Service Awards. Applications must be received at the 
ASTA national office by November 15, 2012. You will find links to the online application forms in this 
newsletter. As you are committed to the goals of the American String Teachers Association and are 
impacting students’ lives, we want you to be recognized. Please take a few minutes to complete an 
application and submit it. You may be awarded for your work at the conference in Providence! 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Margaret Berg 
Associate Professor of Music Education, University of Colorado 
Margaret.Berg@colorado.edu 

Fall 2012 
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From the National Office 
by Tami O’Brien, ASTA Membership Marketing Manager/Chapter Liaison 

Chapter Renewals Due November 1 

Just a reminder that ALL collegiate 
chapters of ASTA must submit the  
College Chapter Application/Renewal 
and Roster Form every year in order  
to remain active. 

The form may be found at 
www.astaweb.com. Simply click on 
“Member Resources” and select 
“Student Chapters” from the list pro-
vided, or go directly to the form by 
clicking here. 

The deadline is set for November 1 so 
that students have time to settle in for 
the new school year and hold officer 
elections. 

Additionally, while there is no chapter 
fee, all individual members of college 
chapters MUST be current ASTA mem-
bers in good standing. Unless you are 
a dues-paying ASTA member, you 
are not eligible for chapter member-
ship. 

If your membership has lapsed, your 
ASTA website logon will be disabled, 
preventing online renewal. However, 
other options for renewal include phone, 
fax, and mail. For assistance, please 
contact the Membership Department at 
membership@astaweb.com or 
703-279-2113, ext. 14. 
 

“Transitional” Memberships 

Available to Graduates 

Did you know that, as an ASTA student 
member, you’re eligible to renew at a 
discounted rate when your membership 
term ends following graduation? The 
transition from student to working pro-
fessional can be challenging, so we 
created the transitional membership—
designed to ease the financial burden 
experienced by new graduates as you 
begin your careers. Rather than paying 
the full cost of a professional member-
ship, student members may renew for 
one year at the discounted rate of $75—
a savings of more than $30! 

The transitional membership is not an 
advertised membership category. To 
take advantage of the special rate after 
graduation, simply write “TRANS” on 
your next membership invoice and sub-
mit it to the ASTA National Office with 

your payment of $75. You may also re-
new at this rate by calling the ASTA 
Membership Department at 703-279-
2113, ext. 14. 

The benefits of ASTA membership—and 
the ASTA network of experienced col-
leagues—become even more valuable as 
you start your career in strings. After 
graduation, don’t let your membership 
lapse. Simply make the “transition” to 
ASTA professional member and save 
some cash, too! 
 

Chapter Award Applications Due 
November 15 

Don’t forget to nominate your student 
chapter for chapter awards! Awards are 
presented annually for Most Improved 
Student Chapter and Outstanding Stu-
dent Chapter. All active student chapters 
are eligible to receive these prestigious 
awards, which are presented at the ASTA 
National Conference. 

In addition to the student chapter awards, 
ASTA offers the Student Exemplary Ser-
vice Award, designed to recognize and 
reward college string students who distin-
guish themselves as active members and 
supporters of ASTA while in college. Stu-
dents completing the criteria will receive 
recognition at the ASTA National Confer-
ence and in the American String Teacher 
journal. Criteria for the award include cur-
rent ASTA membership, participation in 
string-related activities, assisting your 
school’s string program, participating in 
your school’s outreach program, and ser-
vice to your ASTA state chapter.  

Applications for all awards can be found 
on the Student Chapters page at 
www.astaweb.com. You may download 
chapter award forms here and the Stu-
dent Exemplary Service Award form here. 

The deadline for ALL award applications 
is November 15, 2012. 
 

Eclectic Strings Festival Application 
Deadline Is November 15 

The 2013 Eclectic Strings Festival, to be 
held during the ASTA National Confer-
ence in Providence, February 28 to 
March 2, features adjudicators Matt 
Glaser, Natalie Haas, and Mimi Rabson, 
who will judge and provide feedback for 
all individuals and groups participating—
in addition to hosting clinics! 
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For more information, visit 
www.astaweb.com/eclectic. Hurry! The 
deadline to apply is November 15 
 

National Solo Competition 
Preliminary Round Deadline Is 
November 12 

The deadline for the preliminary round 
of the ASTA National Solo Competition 
is November 12, 2012. Please submit 
your application using this link. The final 
round will be held April 6 through 8, 
2013, in New York City’s Merkin Hall. 
For more information visit 
www.astaweb.com/solo. 
 

 

Students Wanted for 2013 ASTA 
National Conference Master Classes 

Do you think you have what it takes to 
be a performer in a master class at next 
year’s ASTA National conference? 
ASTA now has an avenue for students 
to upload a recording of their audition to 
our website for review by a listening 
committee. Click here for information 
about available classes, details regard-
ing technical requirements, and the 
process for submitting auditions. The 
deadline has been extended to 
November 30. 
 

Student Chapter Conference 

Discount Available  

To encourage student attendance at 
the ASTA National Conference, a spe-
cial discount is available to active stu-
dent chapters. When seven or more 
student chapter members mail or fax 
their conference registration forms and 
payment together to the National Office, 
each student pays just $99 to attend 
the event! This special price is even 
lower than the Early-Bird rate for stu-
dent members. To qualify, students 
MUST be current ASTA members. (The 
annual dues rate for full-time students 
is $52.) As students, you are the future 
of ASTA. We hope you’ll take advan-
tage of this special offer. See you in 
Providence!  
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Illinois State University 
(Normal, Illinois) 

The Illinois State University (ISU) Stu-
dent Chapter is off to a running start! 
This fall, we are sponsoring a music 
education day for high school juniors 
and seniors, during which high school 
students will spend an entire day 
“shadowing” current ISU music educa-
tion students in order to learn more 
about what it is like to major in educa-
tion at ISU. 

On October 27, the ISU chapter is host-
ing our third annual Tune or Treat, an 
event allowing children in the commu-
nity to “trick or treat” around our music 
building to experience orchestral instru-
ments. In addition, we are hosting a 
session of the Suzuki method “Every 
Child Can” course, as well as a session 
with Louise Broadie, a student of Paul 
Rolland. We also are coordinating trips 
to play in a variety of local venues to 
extend the philanthropic aspect of our 
chapter. We are excited for the coming 
year and are looking forward to the op-
portunity to be more involved in Illinois 
ASTA. 
Submitted by Abigail Cash, President 
 

Lawrence University 
(Appleton, Wisconsin) 

In the past two years, the Lawrence 
University ASTA Chapter has grown 
from a conglomerate of conference at-
tendees into a community of faculty and 
students with regular events, including 
guest speakers, fundraisers, and out-
reach.  

In our first meeting this year, Associate 
Professor of Violin Samantha George 
interviewed Mimi Butler via Skype. Ms. 
Butler is an experienced violin teacher 
and published author on the business of 
the private studio. Ms. Butler shared her 
wisdom with those of us expecting to 
start a studio in the next few years. Her 
top tips included making a business 
plan, charging a competitive fee, and 
making one effort every day to network 
with local teachers, administrators, par-
ents, and musicians. Another recent 
guest was Dr. Benjamin Sung, assistant 
professor of violin at Florida State Uni-
versity, who came to campus to give a 
master class and recital. Dr. Sung 
spoke to us about long-term planning 
for student progress. He emphasized 
the importance of tailoring instruction to 

the individual, focusing on one goal at a 
time, and having the same high expecta-
tions for every student. 

This year, we will continue our partner-
ships with local middle school and high 
school orchestra classrooms. We periodi-
cally visit Roosevelt Middle School during 
the school day to lead sectional rehears-
als. Before solo and ensemble festival, 
we will again offer coaching to high 
school chamber ensembles. 
Submitted by Abigail Wagner, Secretary 
 

Mansfield University 
(Mansfield, Pennsylvania) 

ASTA Student Chapter in the Eyes of a 
New Student 

Last year, I started as a freshman in my 
university with no plans whatsoever of 
becoming a string teacher. Never for a 
moment had I considered a career in 
education; I had no idea how to teach, 
nor did I have the desire to do so. You 
could probably imagine my surprise, 
then, when members of the Mansfield 
University ASTA Student Chapter ap-
proached me, a music performance and 
technology double major, and encour-
aged me to join. It sounds crazy, but they 
told all the new students that it was a 
great opportunity not only to get involved, 
learn about strings, and learn about 
teaching, but also to work with my fellow 
colleagues, professors, and professional 
musicians while making important con-
tacts—and supporting other music 
schools in need. I was not quite sure how 
I could contribute, but I started going to 
the meetings anyway. 

It was not long before I found myself par-
ticipating in tons of fundraisers for our 
small student chapter, sitting in on mas-
ter classes with a few guest artists we 
invited, and going to all sorts of events, 
such as Relay for Life. It was incredible 
that every student in our tiny organization 
worked so hard to help our chapter go 
from nearly disappearing to thriving. Per-
sonally, I found myself becoming a pro-
active member; for example, during our 
organization fair for new students, a cou-
ple of us brought in our instruments and 
gave very quick lessons to any student 
passing by. I am very proud of our chap-
ter and how much work we put into it, 
especially when we ended up winning 

the Most Improved Student Chapter 
Award last year! 

The event that really brought me to love 
teaching, however, was the trip a few of 
us took to the 2012 ASTA National Con-
ference in Atlanta. Traveling by plane, 
train, and car was tedious and long, but 
the very instant I sat down and started 
taking notes in my first session, every 
ounce of me was glad that I made the 
journey. I was soon running to all the 
sessions and booths, making sure I 
could catch all of the ones I wanted to 
see. I ended up visiting so many ses-
sions, I almost forgot to eat! Once the 
conference was over and we started to 
travel back home, I began to see myself 
using all the tips I learned to teach, and 
I ended up joining Mansfield University’s 
String Project later that semester. 

Now that we are in a new school year, 
our chapter is planning to step it up fur-
ther. Right now, we are fundraising to 
bring more students to the ASTA Na-
tional Conference in 2013, so that they 
may experience the same fun we had 
last year. In addition, we have already 
completed one fundraiser for new music 
scores in our String Project, and we 
might raise more funds to begin helping 
local music programs. Along with that, 
we are considering bringing in guest 
artists to our school, such as the Eaken 
Piano Trio and, possibly, Christian 
Howes—both of whom we are thrilled to 
see.  

I am proud of our little chapter; we work 
hard, accomplish a lot, and we learn lots 
from it. I have learned so much about 
working with my other colleagues and, 
most importantly, giving back to stu-
dents. Our chapter has helped me grow 
up from a follower into a leader, and I 
am proud of everything we do. There is 
not a single minute that I regret joining 
ASTA. It not only gave me so much 
knowledge and enjoyment, but perhaps 
it will help me give the same to my fu-
ture students. 
Submitted by Alyssa Wroblewski  
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Chapter News 
Ohio State University 
(Columbus, Ohio) 

Ohio State University’s (OSU) ASTA Chapter has had a suc-
cessful start to the year. Beginning with a Dalcroze Eurhyth-
mics workshop led by Ashland University’s Dr. Marla Butke, 
ASTA members learned valuable ways to apply movement to 

their own playing, as well as in a string-teaching environ-
ment. Using Bartok’s Sixth String Quartet as an example, 
members explored ways to incorporate the Dalcroze method 
in a string quartet rehearsal. 

The OSU chapter then hosted guest speaker and performer 
Wes Baldwin, from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, 
who led a chamber master class and Q&A session. Baldwin 
spoke about how he began Tennessee Cello Workshop, pro-
viding information about how to deal with grant funding, 
sponsorships, volunteer recruitment, and the nitty-gritty de-
tails it takes to begin a new string program, whether it’s a 
university-sponsored workshop or in a public school. 

While the OSU chapter continues its outreach project at a 
local Title 1 elementary school, 
an additional project began this 
school year. Once a week, 
ASTA members provide private 
and group lessons for K–12 stu-
dents at the Ohio State School 
for the Blind. What started as a 
senior capstone project in 2010 
for Gabi Gegenheimer, a violinist 
pursuing a degree in pharmacy, 
the program continued for two 
years, providing 304 students 
with violin lessons. This year, 
OSU ASTA has eight volunteers 
teaching violin and cello to 
twelve students. Two of the stu-
dents that began the program 
with Gegenheimer have become 
leaders in the program; one of 
the students even mentioned a 
desire to become a string teacher. A lack of string instru-
ments has been the challenge for the School for the Blind 

string program, due to the large number of damaged instru-
ments. The OSU chapter is hosting a string instrument repair 
workshop at the end of October, during which OSU students 
will learn how to perform common repairs, while fixing the 
damaged instruments from both outreach projects. OSU stu-
dents, many of whom are teaching on a secondary string in-
strument, have described their experience at the Ohio State 
School for the Blind as “highly beneficial.” Being unable to 
model techniques to students with visual impairments, chapter 
members have learned new ways to describe methods, thus 
enhancing their palette of teaching skills. 
Submitted by Katherine Garrett, President 
 

University of Colorado 
(Boulder, Colorado) 

The last year has been a very exciting one for the University of 
Colorado at Boulder’s (CU) ASTA chapter. We brought in a 
variety of guest speakers, took a trip to the ASTA National 
Conference, organized and taught an extracurricular/ outreach 
orchestra program for local middle school students, and estab-
lished a lab band/orchestra in which music education students 
can get together, practice teaching/conducting, play secondary 
instruments, and simply share teaching strategies. Recently, 
our chapter has established a wonderful collaboration with the 
university’s chapter of the National Association for Music Edu-
cation (NAfME)—something that has allowed us to offer all of 
these opportunities at the large capacity we have.   

We had speakers come in to discuss various topics, including 
establishing a private studio, balancing a career in both teach-
ing and performing, and organizing large district-wide events 
(such as solo and ensemble contests, all-county orchestras, 
and concerts with guest clinicians). Several of these meetings 
were jointly sponsored with NAfME in order to appeal to a lar-
ger group of students. Each spring, the University of Colorado 
sponsors the CU Middle School Wind and String Ensembles 
(MSWE/MSSE) program, an extracurricular band/orchestra for 

local middle school 
students that is run by 
CU’s music education 
majors. MSWE/MSSE 
is an opportunity for 
middle school stu-
dents to receive sup-
plemental instruction 
on their instruments, 
as well as for music 
education students to 
practice teaching. 
There are numerous 
instructors for each 
ensemble (two bands 
and one orchestra), 
meaning that the mid-
dle school students 

get lots of individualized 
attention. The rehearsals happen once a week and are two 
hours in length. The first hour is generally spent in sectionals, 
and the second hour in full ensemble rehearsal. All of the 

OSU ASTA Members with Their Students from the Ohio State School for the Blind 



MSWE/MSSE teachers (music education majors) are respon-
sible for running sectionals, and a handful are selected to 
teach a piece of music from start to finish, ultimately conduct-
ing it in the concert. All the while, there are faculty members 
and graduate students nearby, supervising the rehearsals 
and offering feedback to the teachers. Having participated in 
the MSSE pro-
gram for the 
last two years, 
both as a sec-
tional coach 
and as a con-
ductor, I can 
say that it was 
one of the most 
rewarding and 
informative 
teaching ex-
periences I’ve 
had thus far. 
Unlike tradi-
tional practi-
cum and field 
experience 
opportunities, 
in which I’ve 
really only as-
sisted another 
teacher, the 
MSSE students 
were actually 
mine. I got to make musical decisions about the piece I was 
conducting, and I didn’t have to preface anything with the 
disclaimer, “If Mr. or Mrs. ______________ tells you to do it 
differently, do what he/she says.” This was incredibly empow-
ering for me as a teacher, and I learned so much from the 
experience. If you would like additional information about this 
program, Dr. Margaret Berg, the faculty advisor for CU ASTA 
and the new chair of the ASTA Student Chapters Committee, 
will present a session on the MSWE/MSSE program at the 
2013 ASTA National Conference in Providence. (The session 
is scheduled for Thursday, February 28, at 4 p.m.)  

Our lab band/orchestra, the Colorado Conductors Ensemble 
(CCE), has been an incredible opportunity for students. This 
program was first established in fall 2011 and initially didn’t 
have a great deal of student participation. It was at an  inop-
portune time of day, and students weren’t really made aware 
of all the benefits getting involved in such a program can 
yield. However, we have recently restructured the program, 
making changes to attract more participation. We’ve been 
able to acquire instruments from the university, recruit music 
education faculty members and TAs to attend rehearsals and 
offer feedback, and create a safe, supportive environment in 
which music education students are comfortable playing sec-
ondary instruments and trying out new teaching strategies. 
Our rehearsals are on Thursday nights, with the string en-
semble and wind ensemble back to back. Band, string, and 
choral emphasis music education majors participate in both 
ensembles, and it has turned into a sort of “Music Ed Night,” 

Chapter News  
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that’s both educational and fun. We are committed to further-
ing our knowledge of secondary instruments and practicing 
teaching, but we also make a point of choosing fun music and 
finding opportunities for bonding.; for example, we’ve all gone 
out for frozen yogurt after rehearsals. CCE has become 
something that I look forward to every week, and it has cre-

ated such a sense of 
community among our 
music education stu-
dents.    

Establishing such a 
strong partnership with 
our NAfME chapter 
has worked wonders 
for CU ASTA. We are 
able to fundraise more 
effectively and encour-
age greater participa-
tion in events. We’ve 
had more peers with 
band teaching aspira-
tions attend ASTA 
meetings on string-
specific topics. I think 
sometimes music stu-
dents naturally divide 
themselves by the in-
struments they play, 
but at the end of the 
day, music is music, 

and we all have the same goals. By working together and 
creating a community in which we can use each other as re-
sources, we can accomplish so much more. CU is fortunate 
enough to have chapters of NAfME, ASTA, and ACDA 
(American Choral Directors Association), which allows us to 
offer opportunities and resources for students interested in 
each of these specific disciplines. However, by working so 
closely together, these organizations are also able to join 
forces and create a strong music education community. 
Submitted by Hannah Smith, President-Elect  

CU ASTA Students Practice Their Teaching Skills at an MSSE Ensemble Rehearsal 

The ASTA National Conference 
heads to Providence, Rhode Island 

in 2013!  

Will you be there?  

Visit www.astaweb.com/2013  
for more information about this 

exciting event!  

February 27 – March 2, 2013  

http://www.astaweb.com/2013conference


Student Representative Introduction 

Greetings, Fellow Student Chapter Members! 

My name is Hannah Smith, and I am the new student  
representative on the ASTA Student Chapters  
Committee. I am currently a junior at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, where I study music education  
and serve as the president-elect of the student ASTA  
chapter. I began playing violin in elementary school and 
started teaching privately my freshman year of high 
school. At that point, I fell in love with teaching and 
knew that I wanted to pursue a career in music educa-
tion. Since then, I have continued to teach privately and 
have also done a great deal of work with string pro-
grams in the public schools, youth orchestras, music 
camps, and other such organizations. I am so excited to 
begin teaching full time, but I hope to continue learning 
as much as I can about the string teaching profession 
during my remaining two years of college. 

ASTA is such a valuable resource for budding string 
teachers, and I hope you will take advantage of all of  
the opportunities that membership in this organization  
affords you. The professional journal is filled with helpful 
articles and advice, and the ASTA National Conference is  
an amazing chance to learn from experts in the field, while  
networking with other students and teachers from around 
the country. I hope to see many of you in Providence! As 
student representative to the Student Chapters Committee,  
I strive to make the resources that ASTA offers as accessi-
ble as possible to you. If you ever have any ideas, concerns, 
or other thoughts that you feel the Student Chapters Com-
mittee should be aware of, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me. I will be sure to relay all messages from students to  
the committee. 

Hannah Smith 
hannah.smith@colorado.edu 

Hope to see you in Providence! 

ASTA Student Chapter News is published twice annually, during the fall and spring. Please direct questions and/or 
comments about this publication to Tami O’Brien, ASTA membership marketing manager/chapter liaison, at 
tami@astaweb.com. 

www.astaweb.com 

American String 
Teachers Association 
National Office 

4155 Chain Bridge Road 

Fairfax, VA  22030 

 

Phone: 703-279-2113 

Fax: 703-279-2114 

Web: www.astaweb.com 

Email: membership@astaweb.com 

ASTA Student Chapters Committee 

Margaret Berg, Chair: margaret.berg@colorado.edu 

Rebecca MacLeod, Board Liaison: rbmacleo@uncg.edu 

Hannah Smith, Student Representative: hannah.smith@colorado.edu 

Important Online Resources for ASTA Student Chapters 

www.astaweb.com/studentchapters 

https://www.facebook.com/AstaStudentChapterNetworking 
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The 2013 ASTA National Conference heads to Providence, 
Rhode Island, February 27–March 2. You won’t want to miss it! 
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